Rethinking the transition process in Syria:

constitution, participation and gender equality
Museo di Storia della Medicina di Padova
Via San Francesco 94, Padova

3 October 2016 - 9.00 – 17.30
This conference aims at investigating the key role of women in the Syrian
transitional process in order to promote gender justice and social change in the
perspective of a solution to the ongoing conflict in the country.
According to UN Resolution 1325, women should be actively engaged as decision-makers in mediation, conflict resolution and peace-making. In reality, during transitions to peace, women’s rights risk to be bracketed as they are not
perceived as priority issues within scenarios of hardships, disorder, and widespread violence.
Within this frame, how is it possible to envision drafting constitutional processes that acknowledge and include gender concerns? How is such process likely
to develop in Syria, and what will women’s role be in the political transition? In
order to secure women’s fundamental rights and an inclusive citizenship, women’s demands and voices need to be at the forefront at the negotiating tables.
Thanks to a strong collaboration between the Center for Gender Studies of University of Padova and the Euromed Feminist Initiative (IFE-EFI), this one-day
event will feature some of the most relevant voices that have been struggling
for peace and gender equality in the Syrian context over the past years. Historical and geo-political perspectives will be presented, practical experiences from
within the Syrian territory will be shared and discussed, and concrete proposals for gender aware transition processes to peace will be introduced.

This project is co-funded
by The European Union

Opening session: Registration and welcome
09.00- 9.30

Registration

9.30-10.00

Introduction and Welcome:
Greetings from University of Padova representative Renzo Guolo - Rector’s delegate
Claudia Padovani – Director, Center for Gender Studies, University of Padova
Francesca Rondina – Project Coordinator Euromed Feminist Initiative IFE-EFI

10.00 -11.30

Session 1: Transitional Justice from a gender-sensitive perspective :
CEDAW and UN Resolution 1325
This session investigates the protection of women during armed conflict and their participation
in peace and security decision-making. Two sets of standards, UN Security Council Resolution
1325 on women, peace, and security (UNSCR 1325), and the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), are critical tools for moving the gender
equality agenda forward in conflict and post-conflicts contexts.
Chair: Paolo de Stefani - University of Padova
Speakers:
Lilian Halls-French – Co-President Euromed Feminist Initiative IFE-EFI
Sara Pennicino - University of Padova
Paola Degani - University of Padova
Lama Kannout – Syrian Feminist Lobby, Coordinator of the Studies Committee
Debate

11.30 –12.00

Coffee break

12.00 - 13.30

Session 2: The role of women in the Syrian uprising and in the
political transitional process
Despite women’s participation and visibility in uprisings, the greatest risk in transitional
processes lies in truncated or aborted transitions where women’s rights are given up as an item
of populist compromise. This session aims at exploring how women’s rights organisations in
Syria articulated and supported women’s claims for new representation and for a key role in
bodies negotiating the transition towards democracy and regime change.
Chair: Annalisa Oboe - University of Padova
Speakers:
Massimiliano Trentin - University of Bologna
Joumana Seif – Head of the legal committee of the Syrian Women Network
Mariam Jalabi – Syrian Women Network
Debate

15.00 –
16.30

Session 3: Launching the ABC for a gender sensitive constitution
Among the speakers is one of the co-writers of “ABC for a Gender Sensitive Constitution”,
produced by Euromed Feminist Initiative. Drawing on examples from various constitutional
texts and contexts, he will elaborate on the complexities of normative legislative and
constitutional processes and propose tools and mechanisms that can be used to engender
constitutional building processes.
Chair: Francesca Rondina—IFE-EFI, project coordinator
Speakers:
Ibrahim Draji—University of Damascus
Discussants:
Maya Al Rhabi – Executive Director of Women’s Studies Center Damascus, General Coordinator of Syrian Women for Democracy
Alisa del Re - University of Padova
Francesco Biagi – Max Planck Foundation for International Peace and the Rule of Law
Debate

16.30 –
17.30

Final discussion and concluding remarks
Moderators:
Francesca Helm—Next Generation Global Studies, University of Padova
Lilian Halls-French – Co-President Euromed Feminist Initiative IFE-EFI

Evening public session: Civil society dialogue

19.00 – 21.00

Location: Teatro Ruzante, Riviera Tito Livio 45, Padova
This public dialogue session gathers several civil society organisations from Syria and Italy. It
addresses the Syrian conflict and its tragic consequences with a gendered lens and the development of necessary knowledge on democratic transition to be channelled to the broad public. This session brings into light perspectives from within Syria on the impact of the conflict
on women, and addresses the refugee issues in Italy and Europe.

Chair: Massimiliano Trentin – University of Bologna
Speakers:
Maya Al Rahabi – Executive Director of Women’s Studies Center Damascus and Coordination
Member of Syrian Women for Democracy
Lama Kannout – Syrian Feminist Lobby
Massimiliano Fanni Canelles - President @uxilia foundation, Prof. Bologna University,
Director magazine SocialNews
Tiziana dal Pra – President Trama di Terre (Imola) – IFE-EFI
Debate

Simultaneous translation will be provided in Italian, English, and Arabic.
L’evento sarà tradotto simultaneamente in italiano, inglese e arabo.

